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water 

cycle 

 

The process in which 

water continuously 

moves from Earth’s 

surface into the 

atmosphere and back  

evaporation 
The process by which 

a liquid changes into a 

gas.   
 

atmosphere 
The mixture of gases 

that surrounds Earth.  

 

condenstation 
The process by which 

a gas changes into a 

liquid.     

 

precipitation 
Water that falls from 

the clouds to Earth’s 

surface.   
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groundwater 

Water located with 

the gaps and pores in 

rocks below Earth’s 

surface. 

  

runoff 

 

Water that does not 

soak into the ground 

and instead flows 

across the Earth’s 

surface.   
 

aquifer 

A body of permeable 

rock that can contain 

or transmit 

groundwater. 
 

glacier 

A slowly moving of 

ice formed by the 

accumulation and 

compaction of snow 

on mountains.  
 

water 

droplets 

Water vapor 

condenses around salt 

and dust particles in 

the air.    

dew 
Water droplets that 

form on objects near 

the ground.   

 
 


